
 
 
 

Trainee Production Operations Engineers Part of Shell Graduate Programme 
Location: Assen 
 
JOB DESCRIPTION 
 
An exciting opportunity for a Trainee Production Operations Engineer 
  
As a Production Engineer at Shell, you will oversee the full lifecycle of Shell’s ongoing field development, 
from design conception through the final phase of production. Liaising with a team of petroleum 
engineers and geoscientists, you have a hand in optimising asset performance, field development 
planning and maintaining existing wells and platforms.   
 
The Shell Graduate Programme: a world of opportunities! 
 
There has never been a more exciting time to work in the energy industry. Starting your career in Shell, 
you’ll have a part to play in uniquely innovative projects which will provide unbeatable experience. 
 

As a graduate within the Technical area of the Shell Graduate Programme you can expect an industry-
leading two to three-year learning programme, offering real responsibilities, challenges and continued 
professional development. It’s a great introduction to the exciting world of Engineering and a chance for 
you to gain insights into some of Shell’s most pioneering projects and operations. You'll benefit from 
formal training and continuous coaching will shape you into an accomplished professional.  



As part of Shell’s global network of professionals, you'll have the chance to work alongside some of the 
industry’s leading visionaries and work with cutting-edge technologies.  
 
Production Operations Engineer: our traineeship 
 
The Groningen asset is the backbone of the Dutch energy system and important in the energy transition. 
The asset and NAM as a whole have a set of tough challenges to take on. The team operates in a 
complex political field with many stakeholders. Groningen is a fully automated gas field, it is renowned 
within Shell for its novel ways to work with big data. There is a culture where there is ample room for 
innovation. In fact the very reason we need you is to bring the changes we still need. 
 
Start your career in a front-line role in the production of natural gas 
 
You will work in the field and get first-hand experience with operating a gas facility. You work closely 
with our experienced Operators and they will teach you everything they know about the production of 
natural gas. They will coach you throughout your training and progressively let you work more 
independently. You will earn these new responsibilities at a high pace! 
 
Part of your tasks will be to create a safe work environment, stakeholder management with NAM and 
contractor staff, and with the neighbours of our production locations.  
 
Your first year of fieldwork involves two main activities: 

1. Operation: Controlling the production of natural gas, monitoring the facility (from the control 
room and outside!) and investigating equipment failures 

2. Maintenance: Preparing the facility for maintenance and supervising the maintenance staff as 
they work on ‘your’ facility. You are in charge and responsible for everyone’s safety! 

 
After proving yourself in the field you will progressively assist the Production Supervisors in their work, 
with the goal of becoming a Supervisor yourself upon completing the Graduate Programme.  
 
The Supervisors are responsible for all 22 production facilities and 258 wells in the Groningen gas 
system, as well as dozens of other facilities and pipelines. Their task is to keep these plants in perfect 
operational condition so that we can supply the Dutch energy market without interruption. Your role in 
this is to analyse the performance and suggest improvements in terms of efficiency, reliability, safety, 
costs or otherwise. You will then lead many of these improvement projects yourself. 
 
What we have to offer 
 
Working as a Production Engineer with NAM Groningen is both challenging and rewarding. The front-
line experience with Shell’s upstream activities will prove an ideal start to your career and open 
countless possibilities within the company. Among the many career choices for a graduate engineer, this 
is a unique opportunity to gain extremely valuable, hands-on experience with the core of Shell’s 
upstream activities: the production of hydrocarbons and delivery to our customers.  
 
As a graduate engineer, you will contribute to innovation and grow into a supervisory role early in your 
career. We offer solid foundation technical and leadership training as well as an environment where 
every day brings something new.  
 



Who we’re looking for 

 Ambitious graduate (0-3 yrs work experience) pursuing or holding a Master degree in 
Engineering (e.g. Mechanical, Aerospace, Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Physics, etc.)  

 Dutch language skills preferred. 
 Ready to apply? 

Information on our global selection criteria (Capacity, Achievements and Relationships) and our 
graduate selection process can be found on: https://www.shell.com/careers/students-and-
graduates.html 

 Leadership development – you’ll have the opportunity to progress globally while developing 
and diversifying your role to meet your full potential 

 Support – you’ll have a strong support network to help you succeed. Supervisors, coaches, 
mentors and professional experts will help you monitor and track your progress 

 Social and Young Professional Events – Shell organises many professional events and there are 
also lots of social events, sports, etc. 

When submitting your application please choose Production Engineering as preferred area of interest. 

 

APPLY NOW 
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